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Moreover, jealousy and suspicion divided the Lords Appellants themselves.
Derby, young though he was, undoubtedly sensed his uncle Thomas's
intentions ; and he owed it to his absent father, the eldest brother, to resist
them with all his might. Nottingham sided with him against Thomas of
Woodstock and Arundel. Poor Warwick, a born trimmer, was in a,n agony
of indecision as to which side to join.

Aware of the popular feeling against the Lords Appellants and of the dis-
sensions within their own ranks, Richard acted. In a meeting of the council
he reminded them that " every heir that is once come to the age of twenty
years is permitted to order his business himself ; " and he followed up this
observation with the unanswerable question, " why is the same right denied
me ? " Thomas of Woodstock and Arundel were completely taken off their
guard : Derby and Nottingham probably knew before they went to the council
what line the king meant to take. The result was that Richard freed himself
from the unwelcome control of his uncle, and the country applauded his action

From 1389 until 1397 Richard ruled his kingdom well. His generosity
towards the Lords Appellants amazed men : it was an age when vengeance was
taken in the hour of triumph ; he appeared to desire the obliteration of the
memories of the past ; and he applied himself to the business of government
with energy and thoroughness. In 1394 he led a great expeditionary force into
Ireland. It was the first time an English king had visited the island since the
days of Henry II. ; and his presence there soon restored some semblance of
order in a land which had been allowed to relapse into anarchy during his grand-
father's reign. He tackled the vexed question of the French war courageously,
throwing all his weight into the scales on the side of the peace party ; and his
marriage to Isabella, the daughter of the French king, was accompanied by a
long period truce. His patronage of learning caused Gower to dedicate to him
his Confessio Amantis and Froissart to present him with a finely bound copy
of his love poems ; he ordered the rebuilding of Westminster Hall, and begun
the reconstruction of one of the naves in the abbey church.

Then a great change came over him. The cause of it is still a subject for
argument among historians. Had he for eight years fought back the demon of
vengeance, and then surrendered to it ? Or, had he all along planned to punish
those who had humbled him and slain his friends, and waited patiently for an
opportunity to strike them down ? The death of his first queen, Anne of
Bohemia, from the plague in 1394 undoubtedly produced a marked change in
him : he was so deeply attached to her that not only could he never bear to
visit Sheen where they had lived together so happily, but he even gave orders
for the palace to be razed to the ground. In the following year (1395) he
ordered the dead body of his friend Oxford to be brought to England for burial